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UK: Interview with Prime Minister Major 


MS2507090996 London THE TIMES in English 
25 Jul 96 pis 


[Report on intervew with UK prime munister John 
Major, by Bruce Anderson: in the Cabinet Room, date 
not given—quotation marks as published] 

{(FBIS Transcribed Text] The weather over Downing 
Sueet on Tuesday evening was rather like the political 
climate: close and humid, with heavy rain and cracks of 
thunder. But the atmosphere in the Cabinet Room was 
surprisingly light, considering that the Pnme Minister 
had had a difficult day in the House, in the aftermath of 
the, ministerial resignation. 


That was where we started the interview. Surely David 
Heatheeat- Amory was right, the Government's position 
on the single currency was 4 Compromise, on an issuc 
too important for compromises. Mr Major gave a robust 
reply. “No, it is not a compromise; It flitly is not a 
compromise. | say that this is the most important single 
decision that Europe and this country will take for many 
years. Whether we go in or whether we stay out, it is 
going to affect this country, and since it is going to 
affect this country, | want to be in there up until the last 
moment negotiating precisely what happens. 

“How could | defend my position to the City, to industry 
— to the British people — if I said that on the most 
important economic issue for SO years or more, | was 
going to withdraw from the debate now, and let the 
Europeans take the decisions on their own, with no 
British input, even though we would be vitally affected. 
For us to opt out of the debate now would be a 
dereliction of responsibility. 


“We do have an absolute mght to say no to a single 
currency, and if it isn't in our national interest to join, 
we will say no: no one should be in any dou about that. 
But if | said now: “You Europeans get on with it, enjoy 
yourselves, make up your minds what is nght, while we 
British sit on the sidelines watching’, that would not be 
credible” 


I inquired whether he would be taking the same position 
if he had a different Chancellor. “1 would be taking 
exactly that position. That is the position I took at 
Maastricht, when | did have a very different Chancellor. 
That is the position | set out at the last clection: I have 
taken it consistently and it has not changed. 


I complimented him on the effectiveness of his forward 
defensive stroke, and there was a quick smile: It is 
the timing, you know. W. G. Grace used to time his 
forward defensive strokes so well that the ball went to 
the boundary © Reverting to the non-cricketing members 
of the European Union, | asked Mr Major whether it 


UNITED KINGDOM 1 


was possible for an enlarged Europe to march in step. 


“It ts smpossible for a European union of the size there 
is going to be to march together. Just as you can't 


regiment people, you can't regiment countries. If Malta 
and Cyprus join, tacy aren't going to be able to respond 
in the same way as Britain, France, and Germany. You 


only have to state the contrary proposition to see how 
ludicrous it is. 


“Europe beean as a regimented central core. But every 
ume ut has got bigger, new strains have appeared 
— hence the need for flexi) ty. | am absolutely, 
categorically certain that the EU will have to become a 
good deal more flexible in the years ahead” 


I wondered whether European political leaders would 
agree? “Politicians may dream drearas, but the real 
world gets in the way, and the rezi world demands 
flexibility.” 


It was time to switch to domestic politics. Why did 
he deserve re-clection? “I don't think that any prime 
munister has taken to the nation a better set of economuc 
circumstances upon which to build future prospenty 
than | will be able to offer at the nevt clection. And we 
will do so on the back of the worst recession Western 
Europe has seen for years, we will do so even though the 
rest of Western Europe has been struggling-even though 
we all operatic in a similar economk environment. | 
will invite people to stand back for a moment and 
ask themselves why Britain is now out- stripping so 
many of our continental neighbours who face the same 
difficulues ~ 


What mistakes had he made in his premiership’ ‘All 
governments make mistakes. They don't necessarily 
look like mistakes at the time cxcept to those who 
have 20/20 hindsight vision. I dare say we have made 
mistakes like other governments. But we have also 
got an awful lot mght: that is why the economy i« in 
such good shape. I'll leave my critics to pomt out my 
mistakes: they'll enjoy doimg that- 


Leaving your critics on one side, | continued, what 
general themes will you be offering the voters at the 
election’? “1 will tell you what I would most like to 
achieve in this country. | happen to think thet this is 
the best country in the world in which to live. I have 
seen a lot of the world, and this is the country | would 
most like to live in. I love this country. And | think it is 
hecoming a great success. That is evident to the world 
at large, but not to much of fashionahle opinion in this 
country. That 1s what | would like to change 


‘| know that Britain likes winning. When it becomes 
clear to people that Britain is winning, winning in the 
cconomic-growth league and winning in other ways 
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2 UNITED KINGDOM 


as well, | believe that you will sce the change of 


opimon, which 1s already happening. accelerate quite 
dramatically. 


“Britain ts 4 success story, and that’s not just a matter 
of how much moncy we can put in people's wallets. 'f 
we afe going to win, we need to win hearts as well as 
heads. One way to do this ts edu-ation. We must make 
sure that this country has dhe best education sysicm we 
can credibly have for the moncy that 1 available” 


Wasn't his enthusasm for education something of 
4 paradox: his own school days were unhappy and 
unsuccessful’. “I didn’t have any education, which ts 
probably why | feel so strongly about it. It was my fault, 
mind you, nobody cise’s But I do think it ts important 
that we develop the nght education policy, and | make 
no secret of the fact that I favour selection, though not 
the return of the | 1-plus. 


“Lam speaking of a straght-forward matter of common 
sense, which is where most of the best policy comes 
from. If you look at children around ‘this country, there 
is an infinite variety and they are all individuals. They 
have different talents and needs, they seck different 
opportunities. So should we ram the onginality and 
diversity of our children into a regimented education 
system’? Of course not. We should have an cducation 
system which is as diverse and orginal as the children 
for whom it caters. Diversity and standards are the care 


1 suggested to him that he was really advocation the 
extension of Thatcherism, Thatcherism for ali. The 
Prime Minister assumed that | was referring to economic 
policy. “I invite people to look at the number of 
arcas where we have built on Mrs Thatcher's policies 
She trail-Dlazed with the carly privatisations, and very 
sensitly did many of the casicr ones first to establish the 
principle. | agree with the principle, | beheve in private 
ownership, | don't think the Government should own 
things. That is why we have privatised British Coal, 
British Rail, and Briush Energy, difficult privatisations 


1 strongly agreed with what Mrs Thatcher did, and 
we have carried Thatcherism, if you like, a great deal 
further in terms of private ownership. standards in 
schools and ¢ unter-iaflation. | feel just as strongly 
about all those as she did’ 


And opportunity’ “I heheve im ladders. Ladders of 
opportunity — whether you are a slum child trying to 
huilJ a hetter life for vourself in Pusiness of commerce. 
whether you are someone who wants traming whether 
you ate someone who has never managed to see fire 
class att but would like to do so 


“My job is not to say to people “Here you are, here 
is what you want on a plate’ My joh is to prownde 
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the ladders and then say — work oul your goal and 
aim for 1. That 1s what | mean by the classless society; 
opportunity for everyone. | don t resent privilege, | have 
no resentment whatsoever of privilege. My focus ts the 
other way round — the people who don't have privilege 
and think that because they are a family with a very 
low mcome from an unfashionable job. thei child may 
not have the spark of genius to Move into something 
special. History tells us this is nonsense, yet people 
often beheve that they shouldn't do things because of 
where they come from and who they are. | passionately 
disagree with that. If you really want to touch the very 
core of what I most loathe, that is ut. Nobody should 
he constrained because of where they come from. what 
ther colour ts, or what thew background 1s 


“This ts very Rabtve Burns, he went on. “The rank is 
but the guinea stamp. A man's a man for all a’ that.” 
Then again, you could quote Rabtve Burns for almost 
any party and almost any position. and almost any 
woman, we agreed 


But if he bebeves on a classless saciety, what about the 
House of Lords’. “If you are asking me: “Would you 
invent the House of Lords taday im its present form”, 
the answer is no. But if you stant hack and say: “Do 
we have a better way of producing a revising chamber 
which ts independent, but does not challenge the House 
of Commons’, the answer is also no. If it isn't broke, 
don't fix ot. T thonk the House of Lords is a very effective 
revising chamber. I don't say that it ts perfect in every 
respect, but basically | think that i is a remarkably 
British institution with a remarkable history, which has 
the great virtue of doing what i is there to do. So | 
wouldn't fiddle around very much at all with the House 
of Lords 


You have known three Labour leaders, | sand — but he 
interrupted. Is tt not four’ Margaret Beckett was leader 
of the Labour Party for a couple of months. So this ts 
my fourth Labour leader. | wonder what the fifth will 
he like’ 


1 asked him what he made of the first three of four 
what were ther strengths and weaknesses’ They were 
all very different. New! Kinnock was a man of oratory 
and emotion. I had a much greater respect for him than 
most of the media did. When I dealt with him in private 
| always found him absolutely straghtforward He is 
very Welsh, but he is also very much a Britsher He 
had differem political opimons from me, but | never 
detected any difficulty of rancour in dealing with him 


John Smith and | used to disappear sometimes after 
meetings to have a large whisky and discuss our 
respective troubles We sometimes wondered whether 
we should swop the odd hackhencher of two Do you 
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two Bloggses for... he was obviously searching f« a 
name borne by no current Conservative MP (member of 
parliament}... ‘for. whatever, Tony Blair | know less 
well than the others, but our private relations are fine” 


He had once told me that he could never sce Joho 
Smuth as Privac Minister. | didn't tink he would be 
Minister; no, | didn’t believe he would be Prime 
about Tony Blair’ | don't think he 
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spades, and between sow and the next clecthon 
going to go wrong for them 


ht was ume to conclude. | pointed oul to the Prime 
Minister that a couple of people who had recently 
imterviewed him for the first time both said the same 
thing: that the private man bore no relation to the grey 
image, and that if he could meet everyone in the country, 
about 96 per cent of them would vote for him. So what 
causes the discrepancy between the man and the image’ 


He chuckled as he rose from his chair to submit himoc!f 
to the attentions of the photographer He went on 
chuckling as he said his final words over his shoulder 


i 


to “Open Sky’ Talks with UK’| 


[FBIS Transcribed Text) Six US airlines have called 
on President Bill Clinton to suspend “open skies 
negouations with the Britush government, alleging that 
the UK plans to use the proposed alliance between 
British Airways [BA] and American Airlines to restrict 


The airlines said in a letter to Mr Clinton that the talks. 
which are duc to resume in Washington next week, 
should be halted until the US Department of Justice 


completes its investigation of the alliance 


two airlines to co-ordinate flight schedules and share 


industry secretary, said he would lay regulations hefore 
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parliament to allow him to investigate the alliance 
conyuactiion with the European Commission 


The Commussion has launched its own inquiry into the 
BA-Amenican deal and five cxisting airline alliances un- 
der Article 89 of the Treaty of Rome. The Commusson 
has never Hefore conducted a full investigation under 
Arucle 89. The UK inquiry would take place wader Ar. 
ticle BX of the treaty, which has also not been used 
hefore in the UK. 


Article 8% allows EU member governments to rule 
on whether abuse of a dominant market position has 
ocurred. 


BA sad last might that « welcomed Mr Lang's an- 
nouncement hecause it made cleat thal the povernment 
was the competent authority to investigate the alliance 
on behalf of the EU. 


The proposed alliance 1s also being investigated hy the 
Office of Paw Trading, which is considering whether to 
refer it to the Monopolies and Mergers Commission 


The letter by the six US airlines adds comderatic 
weight to the campaign to Mock the alliance Virgin 
Atlant of the UK has also opposed the alliance 


The letter has heen signed by some of the most powerful 
fhgures in US aviation, including Mr Ronald Allen. 
chairman of Delta Aur Lines, and Mr Gerald Greenwald, 
chairman of United Airlines 


The executives told Mr Clinton: We are worried that 
the UK is seeking... to manoeuvre the US inte a 
agreement which, in practice, will prove to he far less 


They added “In the field of international trade. tigers 
do change thew stripes but they seldom do it overnight 


“For years the UK and its flag carriers have insisted 
upon the most restrctive interpretation one of the most 
restricts aviation agroements in cusicnt 


‘Suddenly, to secure US. approval of an alliance 
they profess a willingness to abandon Completely them 
protective polices 


The US asrlines said open shies agreement would stl! 
leave Heathrow wrport substantially closed to foreign 
compettuon 
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applications European Commission officials 
oppose the idea. for fear that their own influence may 


he reduced, of even that they may forfen thei collective 
seat in favour of Paris or London. 


“The British and Preach want to appear as great powers. 
but hey ae showing a lack of trust in the EU. And 
supposing Britain got a seat and held the EU presidency 
— would it get two seats’ lt would be ndiculous, said 
a Commismon official 





ally 
wanting to jon the ARF. “That was his way of subtly 
said the Commission official. “lt was 
. we can take on them and drop 
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“The Slorc regime still rules in an unacceptable 


J 


rights is a touchy subject among several 
members, especially Mr Spring's Indonesian 
hosts whose brutal annexation of East Timor has itself 
heen of European condemnation. The bad 
feeling between the two sides overflowed at 4 news 


ie fe 


those who sought to impose Western-style democracy 
on Asian countries. 


1720 GMT 24 Jul 


[FBIS Translated Text) London, 24 July — The am- 
hassador of the Kingdom of Saudi Arata to Britain, 
Dr. Ghari al(jusaiti, will open tomorrow in London 
the first commercial representavion abroad of the Saudi 


Company for Industrial Exports 


The company representative in London sad that the 
opening of the office in London was an important step 
for a dynamac activity with European consumers and for 
mecting thew needs for Saudi products He added that 
the office would enate the company + management to 
find out more about the opportumues offered to Saudi 
industnes throughout Europe 
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UK: Unionist Leader Trimble Sets Out His 
Manifesto 


MS2507092996 London THE TIMES in English 
25 Jul 96 p i6 


[Article by Ulster Unionist Party Leader David Trimbic: 
“The Politics of the Attuunabie’| 


(PBIS Transcribed Text} The peace process in Northern 
Ireland assumed that pasamulitary groups recognised the 
futility of violence and wanted to enter the political 
forum. The Downing Sweet Declaration set out a route 
for dus, and we in the Ulster Unionist Party underwrote 
its principles. 

Sinn Fein clearly hoped to obtain significant consti- 


IRA. The Docklands bomb on February 9 effectively 


by an IRA threat of violence, which the RUC [Royal U!- 
ster Constabulary} first capitulated to and then overrode 
The public saw the initial surrender as another cxampic 
of the retreats and concessions of the past two years. and 


—L 
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Elecuons to the assembly should he by proparponal rep- 
resentavon and the ascmMy should discharge rts fun - 
bons praporvonally. lt would work tyvough commuttecs 
formed in proportion to party strengths, with we offices 
of chawman and deputy chairman also shared propar- 
vonately Nhetween the patiies. 


Such an assembly would work best if ot were casecntially 
aimuinstrative. would probably not work if u had 
to cope with any major policy chonces. Bul nobody 
in Northera Ireland is suggesting the local eguivaient 
of a “tartan tax”. Financial power would remain in 
Westmunster, so major policies would be determined 
there. Pull participation in nathonal politics, demed to 
us by direct rule, would be essential. It ts not a chonce 
hetween inicgration and devetuthon both are necessary 


A regional assembly and reform at W cstmunster are only 
part of what can be acheeved. For many years mt has 
heen accepted hy all Ulster partes that individual human 
nights should be protected hy the incorporation of the 
European Convention of Human Rights Now the debate 
has moved on to a conmderatiion of the collective nights 
of rehgrous, cultural and national groups 


Ulster 1s not wmigue. There are many cases in Europe 
of disputes hetween cultural and national groups. and 
Europe has developed codes of law and practice to 
deal with them — not in the supra-national institutions 
of the EU, but mm the Minority Rights Convention of 
the Council of Europe and the accords and charters 
of the Organisation for Security and Co-operation im 
Europe. We have urged thew application im Ulster. ht 
may then be discovered that compared, for example, to 
the Hungarian muncrities in Slovakia and Romana. the 
Irish nationalist minority in Ulster ts well protected The 
chief lesson will probably be for the Reputix, which 
has Wehaved 19 a way that would not he tolerated on the 
European mainland. but there ave lessons for Brotam as 
well 


These principles condemn both the iredenust Irish 
territorial claim and the Anglo-lrneh Agreement. The 
latter permuts constant Irish interference om Uleter's 
internal affairs, without any reciprocal oPhigations on 
the Insh Government It also teats the Ulster people as 
unequal to the fellow Brith cruzens 


Northern Ireland and the Iriwh ' do have a 
tal relatonshap, but for both parts of the island, 
cconomic, social, cultural and political interactions 

across the Irish Sea with thei ner we (a 

more important These realities should he recogmsed 

by the creahon of a Council of the Briteh Isles withun 
which interaction and co-operation hetween North and 

South would he accommodated All such co-aperation 

should Ne voluntary. and must crxchude the present 
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“1 dow very much that « can be created by this British 
Government led by John Maw, he said. 


He refused to disclose which MPs he would he meeting. 
hut sand (hey had al! shown a very progressive attitude 
to the sttuaton in Northern Ireland 


The Government has had no contacts at any level with 
Sinn Fem since the ending of the IRA ceasefire last 


Fehruary 


Mr McGuinness condemned the Government sc apitu- 
lation to loyalut violence at Drumcroe and warned that 
there could he further proMiems at acat month s Appren. 
toe Boys march ip" © tonderry 


“The fact that there another thumphalist march by 
the Crange (rier | thenk lends itself to a very raped 
detenotaion of the etuation unless all the parties to the 
march wt down and negotiate a way through he sad 
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UK: Gevernmeni Announce: ( «°saercial Space 
Policy 

LD24071911% London PRESS ASSOCIATION 

im English 1737 GMT 24 Jul % 


[By Finlay Marshall) 


[PBIS Tramcrited Text! Government plam to oper up 
commercial oppottumtes ip space were disclosed tarts; 
with the fret poly dacument released sme Berta set 
Up its own space agency |! years ago 

Scrence and Technology Miniter lan Taylor coed he 
wanted the final frontier to he caplonted for Or ¢:«-4 of 
business, the environment and commerce 


The Space Polcy plan was hacked by Ministers wang 
to see space caploratien provede top class science, ov 
Norfolk farmers can predict how much feruhser to pul 
on thew fields and ‘sclp the oil and gas industry spot 
lnkely helds via satellites 


Industry t hemg asked to take 4 more active role m 
determining what carth oMery ation satelitics should he 


huang 
Britain's pronty « amed a Earth rather than deep 
¢ and Mr Taylor wants partners om the European 


Space Agency [ESA] to work together on space research 
and development hetween the multary and civil sectors 


The UK is a major user of space-hased products and 
services and the Government plans to imvest im space 


where there are cleatly foresceaMe returns for the 
taxpayer hy collaborating with the ESA 


Mr Taylor sad We want © make beter ue in 
yverament of the resources that space gives us, weather 
‘asting, climate change and predating crop yields” 
Compames would bey data from commercially- 
provided satclintes for reprocessing to sell on to 
applications rangine from engineering to agnculture 
and weather fore asting 


The Plan follows * policy moctings lod M: 
Taylor and equa’ | by the British A A 
Centre 

Current UK space spending ts devoted $14 to Earth 
observation, 28% to scrence and microgravity, 7.5% to 
satelite Communn ations, and the halance to technology. 
transportavon, and other minot programmes 


The Minister sand be has asked Arancepace, the com- 
pany which launches European satelintes, to consider us- 
mg Russian and Ukraman launch velocles in jount ven- 
tures with Europe 


However, he sand he still had confidence im the Anane 
roc ket which he Neheved had a successful future, despite 
last month's crash of Arnane S A report into the 
Catastrophe sand a computer software proMiem led to 
the racket goung out of control 
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Germany Kinkel of Tramsatlantx Relations 


BRI407 14070) Madrid El PAIS om Spancch 
23 Jul % pp 9-10 


[Article by German Foreign Minister Kisus Kinke! 
“The Puture of Transatlantcesm | 


(PRIS Translated Text! | helewe the tome has Come to 
reflect on 4 few joint venture whech will act as Deacon 
for the New and the (id World, post as | Dehewe that 
we show d sow cuamine the teowe of « Traneatlannic 
Pree Trade Arca rather more comprehensively We are 
living through a period of very rapid change The «ards 
awe hemg constantly reshuffled Growth and well heing 
ae being redistributed 


The Atlantic Community has emerged victonows from 
the Cold War. However, from a political pout of ew, 
we still have to achieve the real prize of this wictery a 
lasungly umfied Europe peacctul and closely linked to 
North America The key global quesvon today 1s bow to 





‘% this respect, German foreign policy has two Pasi 
pnonues European integravon and a transatlantu as. 
sociabon These constitute the indiepensatc foundation 
for everything cise. The creavon of a common Euro- 
pean currency will he a milestone in the path toward 
a great obective. compaabic with the foundaton of 
the Buropean Econom Community The creation of a 
Transatlantic Pree Trade Area could have the same de- 


such measures. they heleve that, with NATO as a strong 
lenk, and with the existing trade and investment levels. 
everything is working well across the hig pond 

True, North America and Europe are still cach other's 
Most important parteers. both polincally and a onom- 
ically. Never did NATO enjoy as much public acoep- 
tance as it does taday Opinion polls show. for example. 
that Germans assign top prarnty to a close relationship 
with the United Staics. piacing 1 far above the relations 
mamtained with any other country The United States is 
Currently the single largest foreign investor in the new 
Federal States (former GDR) and. on turn, German huw- 
nessmen were the largest foreign investors in the Unned 
States last year 


The Atlantic is stl the mam aicry of the world 
economy. The turnover of U.S company subeniaries 
in Burope is 11 tomes higher than im Japan and four 
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tomes bugher than in the whole of Awa of Canada and 
Metco taken together 


Siaty percent of all EU rnvestments abroad we directed 
to the Unned States, and SO percent of all US. mvest- 
ments abroad flow into the EU 


Is, therefore. everytung a ot should he’ I am im favor 
of tansatlantx relavom, body apd soul And I am 
opumustc shout the future of tus asscciation. Onc 
thong. however, «s clear Namely, that thes transatlantic 
aeecciaton will pot work Dy tecl! — assurmeng ot ever 
dod Wath the conchuwon of the political and coonomx 
confrontation hetwoen East and West also came ‘the 
cad of the wll-cvdem a regads the wansatlanix 
relationship 

tts well known that globalization has resulted in herve 
compeubon Foreign policy as promotion of economic 
imterests 1s gathering momentum on both sides of the 
Atlant This should not lead us to eventually consider 
cach other more as competitors than as partners. The 
tramsatlantx community was the winning trump in the 
postwar perad In the 2ist century, « must contaue 
to he the force guaranteeing security, statulity, and the 
openmg of markets throughout the world Only im this 
way will the struggle against poverty, overpepulatin, 
and the destru thon of the environment he successful 


Who could replace the Transatlantic Community as the 
guarantor of statulity’ Are any other partners closer to 
cach culturally’ Are any others in the world as willing 
m the and North Americans to help cach 
other’ From the Gulf War to imterventon m Bosnia, 
there afc numerous cramples of the interdependence 
of both sides. This  particulatly true mm the case of 
Germany 


Let us take, for example, Germany +s epectal mmterest im 
Cental and Eastern Europe Nothady — cacem perhaps 
the United States — has struggled a vigorously a 
Germany for the enlargement of the EU and NATO). The 
German obyectives on ths area are practically identical 
to the US. otyectiwes Speaking i Berlin, mm 1994, 
Pressdent Clinton nghtly descrited ow relavonshup as 
umgue. | heleve that preserving this frendstup is 
— together with the strengtherng of our alliance with 
Prance — the first duty of the German Federal Foreign 
Ministry 


A deep generational change 1s Laking place on the Unned 
States. In 1994. 4 great somber of younger deputies 
were clected to Congress eet) « categorxal mandate 
from thew voters to onentate ther work toward internal 


pobicy 


In April a mecung took place m@ Miscou) hetecen 
German Bundestag (parhament| depuues and US 
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Congressmen, in which Deputy Foreign Minister Hoyer 
also took part. This meeting highnghted the fact that 
today there are many young deputies in we US. 
Congress who believe that a tnp to Europe is a tactical 
“mortal sin” when clections are in view. 


This situation cannot go on. The ability to effectively 
invence US. policy-makers will be decisive for Euro- 
peans. We must revive interest in Europe among U.S. 
parliamentarians. This task is essential to the transat- 
lantuc relationship. Only if we successfully accomplish 
it will we able to maintain and develop what was built 
by the generations which lived through World War II. 


This *« why I am calling on businesses and foundations 
on both sides of the Allantic to intensify the exchange of 
hard-working, select personnel. This approach will no 
doutt be rewarded by common benefits and interests. 


Against this background, speaking in Chi. .go last April, 
I advocated a new transatlantic agenda and, in addi- 
tion, set two objectives wich are indeed rather ambi- 
tious: closer political cooperation and * ‘ree trade area. 
¢c nbining both objectives will give rise to a genuine 


In such a context, it is viial to give the transatlantic 
link an additional economic boost. The economy and 
technology are the main motive powers of our times 
For this reason, the association between Europe and the 
United States must prioritize these factors if it wants to 
continue to exist in the 21st century. 


The recent examples of U.S. legislation introducing 
sanctions against third countnes and the temporary 
sethack in the Uruguay Round negotiations are alarming 
signs. 


I have already said so publicly. The U.S. sanctions pol- 
icy — Helms-Burton law and legislation on Iran-Libya 
— is unacceptable to us. I did not conceal this fact from 


both internadonal law and WTO regulatic os. Let us say 
so clearly: This is a policy based on striking at one's 
friends in order to harm one's enemies. 


adopted on this issue by the North Americans’ allies 
has had some effect in Washington. The Chamber 
of Representau started working on significant 


ves has 
amendments to the draft bill on Iran and Libya. We will 
continue to exert our influence on the United States. in 
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I welcome the fact thal, by suspending Title 3 of the 
Helms- Burton Law, President Clinton has taken a step 
in the right direction, as was reported directly to me over 
the telephone by Secretary of State Warren Christopher. 
This decision has prevented — at least for the moment 
— a serious deterioration of relations between the 
EU and the United States. Mutual consideration and 
compromise to avoid problems in our relations shouid 
be a constant in the wansatlantic dialogue. 


The Transatlantic Free Trade Area must tap the Atlantic 
community's enormous economic potential and free 
additional political energies. But it cannot lead to 
abandoning the mululateral world trade system. 


On the contrary, it was consensus between Europe and 
North America which made it possible to conclude 
the GATT and create the WTO. Now both must 
become piorcers in promoting new moves toward the 
liberalization of the world markets. 


One-third of German exports which come up against 
trade barriers do so precisely in the United States. 
Only about one-half of commercial exchanges across 
the Atlantic are free from custom duties. We cannot 
be satisfied with what we have achieved so far. A free 
market does not cost anything. It promotes job creation. 
And this is in fact the goal. 


It was the awareness of this which led to the creation 
of an internal market in Europe and of NAFTA [North 
American Free Trade Agreement] in North America. 
The EU is including more and more neighboring states 
in its free trade agreements. It has already established 
links with the Mercosur states, with a view to associ- 
ation and free trade agreements, and it will soon start 
negotiauons with Mexico in the same direction. 


The United States and Canada are also members of 
APEC (Asia- Pacific Economic Cooperation Forum), 
potentially the largest trade area in the world, compris- 
ing 40 percent of the world population, 46 percent of 
overall GDP, and 49 percent of world exports. 


All this reflects the willingness to develop free trade 
much further than provided for by the GATT. If this 
willingness is present in Europe and North America, if 
the Pacific Rim countries have set themselves the major 
objective of creating a free trade areca. why should the 
Auanuc lag behind? 


Why should the Transatlantic community not set itself 
the objective of an economic and security areca span- 
ning the Adanuc? The German Federal Government is 
prepared to take on a dynamic role in world trade as 
required by the WTO. It has the will to do so. 
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The GATT negotiations showed which side we were on 
and this is where we will also be in the future: firmly 
on the side of free trade. But this process is inconceiv- 
able without regional agreements to establish it. Such 
agreements speed up the global process, provided that 
they are regarded as pillars of this process rather than as 
something else in the service of the mululateral process 
of liberalization. This is our goal. 

The ideal would be to immediaicly liberalize trade 
worldwide. Unfortunately this is not a realistic aim 
for the time being. This is why | advocate an “open 
regionalism” — opening up the markets for all those 
who wish to cooperate — and this is why I reject the 
setting up of new barriers against third countries. 
The ci.culation of goods, capital, and the provision 
of services across the Atlantic can only be achieved 
gradually. We should therefore concentrate on those 
trade policy issues whose solution is within reach. 
We can conceive support in terms of a pacemaker: 

- Abolition of existing access restrictions on govern- 
mental purchases; 

- Joiat agreement for protecting investments; 

- Liberalization of services, particularly air traffic and 
the provision of audiovisual services; 

- Code of practice for competition in markets with third 


countries, so as to have a clear trade policy in relation 
to future markets in A..a and Latin America; 


~ Close cooperation on new WTO issues, trade, the en- 


should not become a means of achieving foreign policy 
objectives. | understand why people are concerned about 
a “transatlantic fortress,” but a special association does 
not necessarily imply isolation. It may also foreshadow 
t+ pepsi 
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Gaulle’s words: “You have to aim high in order to then 
be able to allow yourself a few smal! detours.” 

This is what European statesmen did in Messina 41 
years ago when they supported the foundation of the 
concept of the European Community. This spirit should 
also be the goal on both sides of the Atlantic today, for 
Europeans and North Americans, whose cooperation is 


Germany: Kinkel Discusses Bonn, EU Policy on 
Africa, Burundi 


AU2507090296 Cologne Deutschiandfunk Network 
in German 0611 GMT 25 Jul 96 


[Telephone interview with German Foreign Minister 
Klaus Kinkel by Christoph Heinemann in Johannesburg 
on 25 July — live} 

(FBIS Translated Text) (Heinemann) Good morning, 
Mr. Kinkel. 

[Kinkel] Good morning. 

{Heinemann} Mr. Kinkel, you have visited four coun- 
tries in southern Africa. Does that mean that Germany's 
Africa policy will focus on the south of the continent? 


{Kinkel] No, that is not it means. We are, of course, fo- 
cusing on all of Africa, a continent that deserves our in- 
terest as well as that of the EU. I have visited Botswana, 
I have been in South Africa, and I am now on my way 
to Zimbabwe and Mozambique. The reason for it is, 
among other things, that positive developments have 
taken place in southern Africa, one of them was the 
foundation of SADC, the Southern African Develop- 
ment Community of 12 countries. SADC, which was 
originally established on a merely economic basis, has 
been transformed also into a political organization, so 
to speak, in Gabarone, Botswana, in June. That is why 
I have come here. On the other hand, during our EU 
presidency in the second half of 1994, | organized the 
first EU-SADC conference in Berlin, and it will now be 
followed up in Windhoek in October. I will attend thai 
conference, too. | have been to Africa practically every 
year since | became foreign minister -— and this time, 
I have come to the south. 


{Heinemann} Will the EU open its market to South 
African agricultural products, something requested by 
President Masdela? 


[Kinkel] He did, indecx:, raise this issue again in 
the conversation we had yesterday. Before his trip to 
Germany in March, we managed to agree on a mandaic 
between South Africa and the EU, and we now have to 
breath life into this mandate. The question of exports of 
South African agricultural products to the EU and also 
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Germany is playing a not-insignificant role. We also 
must protect our farmers. | think that we will find a 
solution by breathing life into the mandate resolutions. 
{Heinemann} Mr. Kinkel, your rejection of the sale of 
Dutch Leopard tanks created ilI-fecling among officials 


fact that the Dutch did not act in line with the contract, 
which does not permit them to sell these weapons {0 
third countries? 

—s There weren't any ill-feelings. On the con- 
visit took place in an excellent ~~ 


Botswana, and this is also how officials there saw it. Be- 
cause they probably no longer thought of that old pro- 
viso, the Netherlands did not inform us about this deal 
beforehand. Nevertheless, | discussed the issue with the 
Netherlands foreign minister, and he is aware of our po- 
si0N. 


{Heinemann} Does that not prove that a European Africa 
policy does not exist yet? 


[Kinkel] No, one cannot put it that way. It is a bilateral 
problem. There is an old contract, an old agreement 
with the Netherlands, according to which the country 
cannm sell off tanks it received from Germany to third 
countries without our permission. 

{Heinemann} Do you think that there should be a 
European division of labor in Africa? 


[Kinkei] Due to thew former colonial ties, some Euro- 
pean countries have special relauons with Africa. | do 
not think that, as Europeans, we should agree on di- 
vision of labor on the African continent. We have a 
pan-European interest in the continent, a continent — 
and | repeat what | said before — u “ deserves our at- 
tention, because we should not only lou« at the negative 
headlines in connection with the conflicts there, but also 
al the positive developments, such as democracy move- 
ments, notably in sowthern Africa. It must be noted that 
things there have changed in a positive way. Since the 
inauguration of Nelson Mandela, South Africa has com- 
pletely changed, and we now see a southern African re- 
gion that is beginning to find the path toward Europe 
aad other regions via SADC. 


{Heinemann} Mr. Kinkel, the current events in Rwanda 
and Burundi are less positive. Should the Europeans 
intervene militarily there” 
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{Kinkel] Things have somehow settled in Rwanda, 
despite all the problems that still exist there. I could 
see that during my last year’s visit to Rwanda, Burundi, 
Tanzania, and to the refugees in the border camp at 
Benako. Tension is now increasing in Burundi. | was 
just on the phone with our ambassador there, who told 
me that the situation was still unclear. Some Hutus 
fled into our residence there. Talks between European 
ambassadors there were held last might and are also held 
at this moment. We must wait a little longer before we 
can make a final assessment of the situation there. 


{Heinemann} Yet, by and lage, you rule out any 
military aid? 


{Kinkel] In Burundi, acuion must, first and foremost, 
be taken by the OAU [Organization of African Unity], 
which has observers there, and which we have, inci- 
dentally, provided with financial and other support so 
far. Then there is also the United Nations, even though 
I believe that we should not immediaicly think of the 
United Nations whenever there is a conflicts, but also 
ask regional organizations, such as the OSCE or the 
OAU, to seek regional solutions. After all, the OAU 
is an African organization with more than 54 member 
States, the biggest regional organization in the world. 
We must tell the Africans: You must try harder than in 
the past to solve your problems yourselves. 


Nevertheless, we should help the OAU through provid- 
ing training and logisucal suppor and, maybe, also in 
some other respect. Nobody has so far been ready to 
send their sons to Burundi. In some respect this is sad, 
because it is, of course, .o be feared that developments 
will get out of hand in the same terrible way that we 
witnessed in Rwanda. 


{Heinemann} Thank you very much, Mr. Kinkel, and 
goodbye. 


Germany: Foreign Minister on Cooperation With 
South Africa 

LD2307/151596 Berlin DDP/ADN in German 

1352 GMT 23 Jul 96 


(Embargoed by DDP/ADN until 1600 GMT 23 Jul] 


[FBIS Translated Text) (DDP/ADN) — German For- 
eign Minisier Klaus Kinkel has underlined the impor- 
tance of cooperation between South Africa and Ger- 
many. Kinkel told the South African Institute of Inter- 
national Affairs (SAIIA) in Johannesburg this evening 
that for Germany, South Africa was “by far” the most 
important partner on the African continent. Germany 
was South Africa's most significant trading partner and 
second largest direct investor. 
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Kinkel gave an assurance that the German Government 
and German industry would continue to do everything 
to advance the development uf South Africa. President 
Nelson Mandela's recent state visit to Germany had 
given German-South African relavions a “nouceable im- 
petus”. A mixed commission was now under consider- 
ation and a new cultural agreement would be ready for 
signing by the end of the year. Even closer cooperation 
was also under preparation in the sphere of defense and 
eavironmental policy. 

The Ger ~an foreign minister expressed opumism about 
4 speedy start to negotiations on a free trade zone be- 
tween South Africa and the European Union. Problems 
in the agricultural sphere had posed a difficulty for the 
EU. However, the offer of opening up markets which 
was now on the table presented South Africa with great 
opportunities. Over 60 percent of agricultural imports 
to the EU from South Africa would be liberalized. The 
remaining 40 percent only represented four percent of 
South Africa's total trade. 


Apart from development partnership, politcal partner- 
ship was also very important. The forthcoming foreign 
ministers’ meeting between the EU and the Southern 
African Development Community (SADC) in Wind- 
hoek should be used for a thorough exchange of views 
on the political crisis regions in Africa. There were great 
hopes that the stabilization of South Africa would have 
an effect on neighboring countries and the whole of sub- 
Saharan Africa. Kinkel added that Southern Africa “can 
and must” be an engine for political and economic de- 
velopment which pulled the others along. 


Germany: Commentary Views ‘Dubious Policy’ of 
U.S. Sanctions 

AU2507121596 Frankfurt/Main FRANKFURTER 
RUNDSCHAU in German 25 Jul 96 p 3 


(Commentary by “wtr": “Suspicious United States” | 
(FBIS Translated Text] First it was Cuba, now it is 
Iran and Libya. The United States continues its dubious 
policy of threatening (mostly friendly) countries with 
economic sanctions, if they do business with the above. 
The EU and Japan have every reason to protest against 
that. It is neither in line with free world trade, nor 
with the idea of a multilateral world order that someone 
should resort to kidnapping in order to force his view 
on others. 


Yet, these three cases must not be treated alike. Cuba is 
an outdated obsession of the United States. and we are 
currently seeing its death throes. Iran and Libya are of a 
different sort. In the United States’ view, this concerns 
the problem of how to treat countries that directly 
of indirectly support terrorism. The Europeans cannot 
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avoid that problem by referring to an obscure “criucal 
dialogue” or with the sneering remark that Washington 
shuts its eyes to other terrorist countries. 


The EU must provide an answer to the question of how 
its policy Can stop state sources of terrorism. It has not 
succeeded so far, and a soft course, like the one that 
Germany has adopted vis-a-vis the regime in Tehran, 
reduces determination to lip service. The United States, 
which has been a target of attacks, does not trust its 
European partners in this respect. Yet, Washington fails 
to realize that co-fighters who have been forced into 
solidarity will take the first opportunity to leave. In the 
end, this will only benefit those whom one wants to 
defeat. 


Germany: Daily Says U.S. Laws Violate World 
Free Trade Agreement 


AU2507115296 Munich SUEDDEUTSCHE ZEITUNG 
in German 25 Jul 9 p4 


[Commentary by “kk”: “United States’ Law for the 
Whole World’} 


[FBIS Translated Text} The U.S. Congress has again 
adopted a law to punish foreign companies that are 
doing business with the United States’ archenemies. 
This time it is Libya and Iran, recently « was Cuba. 
Above all, European oil companies are affected. Every 
year, they invest more than $40 million — the sanctions 
are to start from this amount — in the realms of al- 
Qadhdhafi and the mullahs. Like the Helms-Burton law 
on Cuba, the new provisions are flagrant violavions of 
the world free trade agreement. 


With such decisions, the senators and deputies are 
pursuing an America-first policy. Since they define the 
isolation of some states as a priority foreign policy 
interest, they no longer care about whether allies see 
things differently. In former times, such fits of shor- 
sighted small-scale imperialism were mostly corrected 
by the President. Today, Clinton will, at best, postpone 
the enactment of these laws. If he refused to sign them, 
the conservatives would have an attractive election 
campaign topic 

The U.S. voters are litte interested in foreign politics, 
but they are interested in an embargo against states with 
which accounts are sull open. Here Irag, but also Libya. 
Sudan, and Iran have to be mentioned. Long ago. one 
lost again the confidence in the United Nations, and 
the annoyance with the “profit-onented” Europeans is 
increasing. One does not need a prophetic gift to predict 
that Congress will try more and more frequently to 
extend U.S. laws to the whole world. The EU must 
defend itself against it. and this will burden the relations 
between the United States and Europe im the long run 
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{FBIS Translated Text] The decision by the U.S. Con- 
gress to boycott Libya and Iran will make German pol- 
icy, which relies on a dialogue with Tehran, even more 
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with the mullah regime in connection with the Mykonos 
trial (interrogating witnesses in Iran), which would delay 
the sentence. Following the seizing of a mortar in Ham- 
burg's port, exiled Iranians and peace researchers are 
planning to present new information on “Iranian state 
terrorism” today. 
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firms will be concerned. According to the Economics 
Ministry in Bonn, there has not been any German 
investment in these industries in Iran, but the ministry 
is aware of two German firms (Veba and Wintershall) 
doing business in Libya. The U.S. threats will certainly 
“act as a deterrent” for future investment, the Economics 
Ministry believes — irrespective of the fact that the 
EU has voiced strong protests and continues to threaten 
countermeasures. 


The Foreign Ministry continues to prefer the envisaged 
EU “policy of active influence” to isolation through 
sanctions. A spokesman said on 24 July that, since U.S. 
President Bill Clinton postponed the implementation of 
the Cuba sanctions by six months last week — thus 
postponing it until after the presidential election — there 
might also be hope for a political “softening” in the case 
of Iran and Libya. Yet, indications are that domestic 
policy considerations will make Washington adopt a 
more severe course — because of the elecuon campaign, 
and especially since the crash of the TWA jumbo near 
New York is increasingly being linked with a terrorist 
attack. 


Germany: Daily Questions Suitability of Relations 
With Iran 


AU2307182396 Frankfur/Main FRANKFURTER 
RUNDSCHAU in German 23 Jul 96 p 3 


(Commentary by Kari Grobe: “Politics With a Clothes- 
pin on One's Nose”) 


(FBIS Translated Text) The most confidential relations 
between intelligence coordinator Bernd Schmidbauer 
and Ali Fallahian, Tehran's intelligence service chief, 
seem to have been beneficial in an acuon that deserves 
the description “humanitarian gesture.” This is based on 
the assumption that Hizballah, the “Party of God" in 
Lebanon, is indeed controlled and commanded by Iran. 
What other approach should a significant membx: of the 
Chancellor's Office have found to that terrorist organi- 
zation, what other approach could he have justified’ 


One thing that is quite remarkable is that, in connection 
with the swap of prisoners and bodies, the intelligence 
coordinator has spoken of a positive Iranian contribu- 
tion, without, however, providing any details such as 
the names and functions of the officials involved on 
the Iraman side. In a public statement, the government 
spokesman says he knows nothing about possible con- 
tacts with Pallahian “in the run-up” to the action. That 
is Certainly a careful thing to do. Pallahian, the alleged 
helper against the consequences of terror in umes of 
need, is under solid suspicion in Germany of sponsor- 
ing terrorism. Suspicion is so strong thal a warrant was 
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issued for his arrest, and this gentieman can presum- 
ably describe the Mykonos trial as being “surrounded” 
by scandal. 


There is an offensive odor emanating from the Iranian 
connection, anyway. This has nothing to do with the 
country of Iran but with the country’s regime. The suit- 
ability of its representatives as partners for confidential 
cooperation is very limited. The problem of “critical di- 
alogue™ is that its inventors on this side of the human 
rights border pretend that they can discuss human rights 
on good terms with those on the other side of the human 
rights border — negotiations will, of course, always re- 
main a possibility — as if that was even possible in a 
most confidential way. 

Foreign policy must face up to other questions. The first 
and most simple one is a matter of friendly relations 
with the current regime or with the country that will 
hopefully outlive such a regime. The political actors 
must not forget thal any regime, even a dictatorial one, 
will eventually be succeeded by another. Since 1989, 
it has become fashionable to criticize former activists 
in ostpolitik for not having anticipated the decline of 
the people with whom they were holding dialogues. 
Yet in the case of Iran and in some other cases, the 
critics are acting exactly the same way. What is even 
worse, since they smell the aforementioned offensive 
odor, they are telling people to put clothespins on their 
noses. Not noticing something 1s being clevated to the 
level of ideological law. 


ht has been argued that one must protect business 
imterests, yet these exist independent of the form of 
government. Iran will continue to produce oil, to be 
located on the eastern shores of the Gull ‘o try to attract 
industrial investors, and to be a land + ute to Central 
Asia (catchword: the new Silk Road), when the mullahs 
and alleged terrorist masterminds are no longer in power 
there. 
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It is, therefore the exact opposite of realpoliuk and 
harmful to business relations to adapt to the rule of 
the mullahs and to sacrifice one’s dignity for good 
relations with the mullahs. Making confidentiality (in 
every respect) the precondition for “critical dialogue” 
with partners who are, incidentally, as unsustable as one 
can be for it, the standard of all policies will not lead to 
cooperation but to apolitical collaboration. One must not 
be blinded by the momentary benciits of the exchange 
action. The action will have the implied foreign policy 
or even peace-promoung effects only if the set, narrow 
limits are exceeded. 


This is not a plea for isolationism. Policymakers in 
Washington might opt for that since they are sub- 
stantially influenced by thinking along the purely eco- 
nomic guidelines of competition. The more correct — 
and probably the only promising — path 1s uncoupling 
contacts from collaboration, as mentioned before. That 
means cultural, scientific, and tourist exchanges must 
be liberated from any constraints that would mean pre- 
censorship. An Iranian foreign minister would certainly 
not have been the only suitable person to be his coun- 
try’s sole representative at an international conference 
That was quite rightly asserted by the Bundestag al the 
time. Yet to cancel an Islamic conference because of i 
was exactly the wrong reaction (by Kinkel) to the Bun- 
destag’s resolution. 


It is equally foolish to link economic ties to the regime's 
policy. The idea that democracy and human nights 
could follow automatically in the wake of the free 
market is pure ideology. Yet the argument thai an 
otherwise objectionable regime must be economically 
supported because it is a stability factor in the region 
will be counterproductive in the mid-term. Dictatorships 
have their expiration dates, and it 1s approaching faster 
than some geopolitical global thinkers might believe 
possible. 
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France: Juppe Wants ‘Greater World Monetary 


BR2407 140896 Paris AFP in French 
1153 GMT 24 Jul 96 


negotiations on investment, which is now a crucial 
factor in market access,” he said. He also hoped for 
better balance in international social and environmental 
regulations. 


| 
| 
) 


export-oriented business and that Prance must “gain the 
greatest advantage” from the globalization of trade, Mr. 
Juppe set out the government's goals of helping business 
conquer new markets. 


BR2507121896 (Internet) French Mini«try of Foreign 
Affairs WWW in French 24 Jul 96 


Jacques Rummelhardt with unidentified journalists at 
the Foreign Ministry in Paris on 24 July;) 

(FBIS Translated Excerpt) [passage omitted] 

United States-WTO 


[Journalist] The D'Amato bill was passed by the Senaic 
yesterday. What is France's position on it? 


{Rummethardt] The bill has not yet been signed into 
law. As a rule, as was the case with the Helms-Burton 
law, we oppose any provisions which might violate the 
agreements made within the World Trade Organization 
[WTO]. It was with great difficulty that we set up this 
multilateral organization. We support the liberalization 
of world trade. It must be done within a framework of 
consensus, in other words, on a mululateral basis, not 
unilaterally. In addition, we do not accept the principle 
of the extraterritoriality of national laws. Having a US. 
law proscribe something for U.S. citizens or companies 
is the right of U.S. democracy. But a U.S. law must not 
cover relations between foreigners and other foreigners. 


[Journalist] President Chirac mentioned the possibility 


that the Europeans could take reprisals toward the 
Helms-Burton law. Is that conceivable in this case” 


{[Rummelhardt} What is conceivable — let us wait until 
the decisions are made — is our rejection of anything 
that harms the consensus of the WTO and anything that 
includes the principle of extraterritoriality. 


When the Heims-Burton law took effect, we recalled the 
provisions adopted at the Lyons summut, and in partic- 
ular this phrase mentioned by the U.S. President: “We 
reaffirm the key role and the primacy of multilateral 
roles. We reaffirm our desire to reassert the confidence 
which the mululateral trade system inspires and to boost 
its credibility, in particular by refraining from using 
measures that run counter to WTO rules and OBCD 
codes.” 


That is our posivion. We clearly and firmly emphasized 
it alongside all our partners. We are determined to 
continue along tus path — the path of law and 
principles. 

















FBIS-WEU-96-144 
2S July 1996 


Former Y ugosiavia-Mostar 
[Journalist] Can you confirm the EU's departure from 
Mostar? 


{[Rummelhardt] The memo of 5 July 1994 led to the 

of a European administration as of 23 
July 1994. That was for a period of two years — 
ie., until 23 July 1996. The mission is coming to an 
end. it made it possible to begin rebuilding the city, 
which of course is not finished. It also made it possible 
to hold local elections. Today, it is up to the new 
clected institutions to take the destiny of Mostar in 
hand. However, the EU has confirmed its willingness 
to continue its Cooperative efforts with Mostar. An EU 


and whose experience and skill are recognized. We 
fully support hir ‘n the mission assigned to him by 
the EU to ensure hat Mostar has a unified municipal 
council and one — and only one — mayor. Under these 
conditions, which have been clearly communicated to 
the parties involved, the EU's cooperation with Mostar 
will continue. 


France: Foreign Ministry on de Charette's Middle 
East Tour 


BR2407124096 (Internet) French Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs WWW in French 23 Jui 96 


[Daily press briefing by Foreign Ministry Spokesman 
Jacques Rummelhardt to unidentified journalists al the 


Foreign Ministry in Paris on 23 July) 
(FBIS Translated Excerpt} 


de Charette said he was in Beirut to listen, learn, and 
understand. 
France, he said. a key player in the Middle East and 


bility of the leaders in that region. The positive aspects 
are the setting up of a monitoring group and the per- 
spectives for a consultative group for the reconstruction 
of Lebanon. Mr. de Charette announced that France wil! 
take initiatives so ths’ progress can be made and so that 
the peace process can follow its course. Mr. de Charette 
is convinced that Syria is fully committed to the con- 
tinuation of the peace process and is in favor of the 
Security Council resoluuions being applied 

Mr. de Charette is currently in Amman and wili visit 
Jerusalem this evening. He was asked on the RTL radio 
station this morning whether he will be visriing Onent 


We consider Orient House to be a Palestinian institution 
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Journalist} Was where Isracli pressure for Mr. de 
Charette not to go to Orient House? 


{Rummethardt} We do not give in to pressure. We do 
what we consider to be useful. 


(Rummethardt} Probehly in the Consulate General. 


Vournalist} Have you any comments to make about the 
nature of the Jakarta meeting’ 


(Rummelhardt} No 


Vournalist} Can you confirm that Prance has for 
membersp of the Asia Regional Forum | | 


FBIS-WEU-96-144 
25 July 1996 


(Rummethardt} | can confirm that France does want to 
be a member of what is called the ARF, as a kind of 


safeguard. 
{Journalist} Has France made an official approach” 


(Rummelhardt] We have made approaches because 
we think it is important that France, as a member 
of the Security Council, and with a presence in the 
Pacific, should participate in a move for reflection and 
consultation with regard to security in the pacific and 
Asia. We would like to contribute to the ARF exercise. 


Journalist} Do you expect this decision to be made in 
Jakarta? 


(Rummethardt} We have asked for membership of the 
ARF from the outset. The first meeting of the ARF was 


held in Bangkok in July 1994. 
(Journalist) Why did you make this request’ 


[Rummethardt}) lt seemed to us that the ARF can only 
function in a balanced and productive way if all the 
nuclear powers are members of it. All the nuclear 
powers are represented except for France and Great 
Britain. Prance has a presence in the Pacific and Great 
Britain has defense agreements with a certain oumber 
of ASEAN member states. 


{Journalist} Has Great Britain also asked to join” 


{[Rummethardt} Yes. lt appears to us to be wholly in line 
with the existence of the ARF that Prance and Great 


Britain should be members. 
[Journalist] Who is laying down these obstacles’ 


[Rummethardt} Those people who have kept Prance and 
Great Britain out of the ARF so far. 


(Journalist) Is China a member? 


{Rummethardt} China is a member, as are Russia and 
the United States. 


{Journalist} What about the EU’ 


[Rummethardt} The presidency is represented, bul not 
the troika. Europe is currently represented by the Irish 
presidency and next year it will be Luxembourg’s turn. 
[passage omitted) 


France: De Charette Says leraci Mest Keep 
Commitmeets To Palestinians 


BR24071 30496 Paris AFP in French 
1207 GMT 24 Jul 96 


(FBIS Translated Excerpt) Paris, 24 Jul (APP) — Israci 
must keep its Commutments toward the Palestinians. in 
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“The comsmutments made by the previous government, 


BR2ISO7 101596 Paris AFP in French 
0945 GMT 25 Jul % 


(FBIS Translated Text) Paris, 25 Jul (AFP) — Labor 


of the 


threatening to turn an arsenal of reprisals against the 
United States if the infamous Tide Ill of the Heims- 
Burton Law were sot at the very least suspended 


The liveliness of this reaction clearly surprised the 
White House strategists. Caught between his clectoral 
imperatives and the risk of provoking a major crisis 
with Europe, Clinton opted for the middie ground and 
put off the enforcement of Tide II] by six months. This 
suspension could possibly be extended The presidential 
election will have been held in sit months’ ime and onc 


presidential term is an eternity in poliucs 


Not wanting to put Bill Clinton in a difficult situation, 


the Europeans im general and the Prench in particular 
have tned not to celebrate too loudly 


This affair is far from over since the suspension of Tithe 
Ill is only temporary and the other provisions of the 
Heims-Burton Law remain valid. In any event « will 
leave a durable scar on relations between the Unined 
States and its Western partners 


For the Europeans thu was an intolerable breach of 
the laws of international ade One well-placed Prench 
observer noted: “The only body empowered to apply 
sanctions against a country ts the UN Security Councs! 
There is also a body for coordination which is the World 


Concern ts all the greater since another sword of Damo- 
cles is hanging over Prance, namely the D Amato 
Kennedy Law which targets Iran While Preach interests 
in Cuba are marginal. contracts with Tehran are signil- 
icant. There is Total's contract worth } bilhon Preach 
francs for the development of the of) fickds of Suri, a 
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are no reasons for it to affect that part of the investment 


which has as yet not been paid. 








>) CYPRUS 


— the wheels are already in movon — island will 
hecome a member of the EU. from which Turkry is 
excluded. The Turkish Cypriots will cither resist this, 
im which case they will face heavy pressure, or, God 
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would be responsible for the cutcrnal sccursty and in- 
ternaonal relabons of thus republa. Ths ts the actual 
sttuabon to a large extent We would he hasing Us on a 
legal foundation. There we successful cxramples of ths 
in the world. For cxample. there we the Channel Is- 
lands and the isle of Man to the south and west of the 
United Kingdom. These two states have cuactly such 
agreements with Britain [passage omiticd) 


[Sadikoglu} There us the security weue [words inds- 
unct) ave sull comtenuing here 


[Ecevit] This will thus cease to be an teewe. With the 
comem of the Turkish Cyprict people, Turkey will 
assume the reepomsitulity for the security of the TRNC 
Turkey will be the one to face the outude pressure on 
this subject. Turkey, which succeeded in conducting the 
peace operabon im 1974, is now even in a hetler position 
to provide this, as long as © Greplays the necessary 
political will to thus end 


[Sadikoglu) You held a long mectung with Erhakan 
some ime ago. You duclosed that you discussed the 


Cyprus issuc. What is the government's approach to 
your proposal’ 

[Ecevit] When I proposed an autonomy, Mr Ertakan 
went further and said that the TRNC should become a 
province of Turkey. Therefore. | am curnously awaiting 
the government's decimon. We referred to Operation 
Provide Comfort as well, but the man subject of 
our ducussion was Cyprus. | sand that above all, the 
TRNC economy must be rendered productive [passage 
omitted] 


{Sadihoghu) Mr Denktas. Mr Ecevil s proposals require 
your consent 


[Denktas} | concur with Mr Eoewl's proposals The 
Greek Cypriots estabiwned the partnerstup republic in 
order to attasn cnosi, which 1s banned hy agreements. 
and to turn Cyprus into a Greek wand When a 
partnerstup collapses, the other partner estahishes its 
own institubon and hegins working with its own ¢ aprtal 
Curt capital consisted of our autonomy, our equality, 
our night to sovereignty, and the Turkish guarantee 
sysiem They dest oyad the partnership. bul were unatc 
to destroy us, therefore, these princeples have aleo 
survived [passage omitted) 


Cnt protector is Turkey and the Greek Cypriot’ pro- 
tector 1s Greece Because they plan to change and annul 
the guarantee sysiom when they youn the EL. the Greek 
Cypnos concluded a multtary agreement with Groeor 
now We say that we should conclude the same agree. 
ment with Turkey. with the condition that the guarantee 
sytiem and agreements remarn valxl! When the tome 
comes and Berope asks shout the agreement. we can 
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NC2407184296 Athens Elliniki Radhiofona Radio 


the methods used by the Greek Government to modern- 
ize itself, and to the Olympic Games. Our correspondent 
Mirella Kalostipi has the following report: 
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not mean we will not have a public sector at all: it means 
that we will preserve whatever is necessary. We must 
modernize our industries; we must achieve a more dy- 
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Pangalos answered: | do not say better, but judging 
from what I see aro'nd me, this could have been 
achieved in Athens as well. We might be faced with the 
same problems—insufficient means of transportation, 
imperfections in the organization, the kind of problems 
that are evident to everyone. | believe that things will 
improve. I hope they will improve in ume. 


The foreign minister expressed hope that the Americans 
wili support Greece's request to host the Olympic 
Games in 2004. 


Greece: President Blames Turkey for Lack of 
Progress on Cyprus 

NC2407205496 Athens ET-1 Television Network 
in Greek 1800 GMT 24 Jul 96 


[Statement by President Konstandinos Stefanopoulos 
during a reception at the Presidential Palace on the 22d 
anniversary of the restoration of democracy in Greece 
on 24 July—tecorded] 


{[FBIS Translated Text] Today not only signifies the 
restoration of democracy but also the idea of democracy 
itself, which is worth celebrating once a year, even more 
so because it gives us a chance to reflect that there 
are always opportunities to improve dumocracy, chances 
that we must always use with a common effort. 


Of course this day reminds us that the restoration of 
democracy was historically connected with the military 
invasion of Cyprus by the Turks and with the tensions 
in Greek-Turkish relations. And the Cyprus issue is 
not making progress because of Turkey's intransigence, 
because of the international organizations’ inability to 

their decisions, and because of the lack of 


interest by the strong people. 


Concerning Greek-Turkish relations, these cannot be 
improved by conceding our sovereign rights. And this 
must be understood by everyone, both frends and 
opponents. The only way for improvement is for Turkey 
to cease its threats of war and its violations of our 
national airspace and finally behave as a civilized state 
by respecting international law, the current international 
conventions, and also the international procedures That 
is what Turkey has to refer to if it insists on its claina 
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Turkey: Ankara ‘Pleased’ With US. Role in 
Terkish-Greek Relations 

NC2407133696 Ankara TURKISH DAILY NEWS 

in English 23 July 96 

{Ankara Welcomes U.S. Approach to Aegean” — TDN 
Headline; received via Internet) 


meetings with Madeleine Albright, the U.S. permanent 
ambassador to the United Nations, and Richard Beattie, 
the U.S. Cyprus special representative, the subjects of 
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Responding to a question about the Turkish view of the 
U.S. suggestion, that the army commanders of the two 
sides on the island meet, Atacanli said that it could be 
& good start but that such # proposal must take into 
consideration equality on the island. 


“An important aspect of the problem, and the solution, is 
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Turkey: Spokesman on Poised Hammer Talks 
TA2407170996 Ankara TRT Television Network 
in Turkish 1200 GMT 24 Jul 96 


{[FBIS Translated Text] It has been announced thal 
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u TURKEY 25 July 1996 
ht was learned that in the meantime throughout the _—relevani arrangements must be made within two months. 
day the RP leaders and the U.S. officials continued to said that if these proposals are accepted, 
bargain. it is being indicated that RP leader and Prime _ they will vote for the extension of the Hammer Force's 
Minister Necmettin Erbakan is personally conducting mandaic. 

ipl emt Turkey: CHP Government Stand on Poised 
Parliamentary circles are saying the following in con- ly Ba Seca ~ 
ee ee eee cat we TA2307074296 Ankara TRT Television Network 
Saapeees lennns Guo to Gh Caanpe case wim Turkish 1700 GMT 24 Jul 96 

yet it has received a mere $2 billion, though the real 

loss is far higher. The United States did not keep its  (FBIS Translated Text] Adnan Keskin, Republican 
promise on this issue. Now, in return for extending the = — People’s Party (CHP! secretary general, has said that the 
Hammer Force's mandate under the present conditions government organized a secret session at the Assembly 
Turkey should be compensated for most of the losses. on the issue of the multinational force in order to 
This amounts to between $10 and $20 billion. conceal its own impasse and that, in so doing, it 
The DYP deputies with whom we talked yesterday ‘"estricted the citizens’ right to know and the press’ right 
indicated that this bargaining should be regarded as ‘© find out. 

normal because the other countries in the region were At a news conference in Ankara, Keskin charged that 
not as affected as much as Turkey after the Gulf efforts are being made to shape Turkey's national pol- 


bargaining with the United States over the Hammer 
Force should be seen as normal. (passage omitted] 


Turkey: ANAP To Back Hammer Force If It Is 
Transferred to Silopi 

NC2407183196 Istanbul TURKIYE in Turkish 

24 Jul 96 p 1S 


said that they will decide their position on the extension 
of the Hammer Force's mandate based on the govern- 
ment's memorandum. 
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been reached on this issue and indicated they will 
participate in the work of the parliament. He added: 
“We will clarify our position once the government's 
memorandum is subnutted to the parliament.” 

There is No Change in Our Positicn 

According t© ANAP deputy leader Yilmaz 
Karakyunlu, ANAP leader Mesut Yilmaz told 
the group meeting that there has been no change in 
their position on the Hammer Force. 


the mulunational force and the foreign ambassadors in 
Ankara. He maintained that by putting the responsibility 
on the lobbies and the Turkish Grand National Assem- 
bly, the government is trying to save itself. He said: We 
must now ask Erhakan, who invited the ambassador of 
a foreign state to parliament in order to receive infor- 
mation, whether he did not have any information about 
Poised Hammer when he was in the opposition. 


[Begin Keskin recording] The government is constantly 
contradicting itself in connection with this matter. When 
he was in the opposition, Mr. Erbakan claimed that 
if he came to power, the Poised Hammer personnel 
would leave Turkey within 24 hours. Now, even though 
quite some time has clapsed since the coalition was set 
up, Poised Hammer continues to exist in Turkey. [end 
recording] 

The CHP official also claimed thai the coalition is 
increasing its oppression and censure of the press and 
noted that, ironically, this is happening on the 80th 
anniversary of the lifting of that censure in Turkey. 


Terkey: RP Official——Poised Hammer Must 
‘Definitely Be Sent Away’ 

TA2507062396 Ankara TRT Television Network 
in Turkish 1700 GMT 24 Jul % 


(FBIS Translated Text) Welfare Party [RP] deputy 
leader Ahmet Tekdal has said that Turkey is as sensitive 
toward the territorial integnty of other countries as it is 
toward Turkey's indivisible unity. 

At a sews conference in parliament, Tekdal said that 
remarks made by RP Diyarhakir Deputy Hasim Hasimi 
to & newspaper about a Kurdish state in northern Irag 
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of the RP but to provide the party with information. He 
said that the RP maintains its past views and that there 
has been no deviation. 


(Begin Tekdal recording) Naturally, in light of the brief- 
ing, the RP will act on the information and implement 
the policy it has been pursuing all along. There may 
it at this moment. This 
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NC2407185696 Istanbul TURKIYE in Turkish 
24 Jul 96 pp 1, 15 


[From the “Political Diary” column by 
Onkibar: “The Hammer Force and the RP”) 


(FBIS Translated Excerpt) Expelling the Hammer Force 
at a time when the PKK [Workers Party of Kurdistan) 
with 
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As for Erbakan’s dilemma, he is now seeking a way 
out. Erbakan, known for his ideological consistency, is 
seeking a middle way to escape both self-contradiction 
and a collision with reality. This is shown by his passing 
the issue to the Turkish parliament. The testimony of 
the ambassadors and attempts to find a solution in the 
parliamentary committees is the consequence of such a 
search. 


period. Contrary to what some 
may think, the Hammer Force will not split the RP. 


Turkey: Military Presents Views ‘Diametrically 
Opposed to RP’ 

NC2407202196 Istanbul HURRIYET in Turkish 
24 Jul 96 p 20 


{[FBIS Translated Text) RP [Welfare Party) leader 
Necmettin Erbakan was warned against political reac- 
tion at a General Staff briefing. Contrary to the RP’s 
foreign policy line toward Syria and Iran, 
those two countries were included among clements that 
are “threatening Turkey.” 

The “reactionary activities” were included among the 
threats to Turkey cited a! that same briefing. 


Erbakan said nothing beyond a few polite words at the 
meeting. 


| 


An important part of the information provided at the 
critical meeting conflicted with the RP’s domestic and 


In this segment it was stated thal “reactionary activities 
are among the elements threatening Turkey” and it was 
stressed that such activities find support from Iran. 


Under the heading “Assessment of the Regional 
Military-Political Situation.” views diametrically op- 
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There was talk about the benefits of the Hammer Force, 
provided that these drawbacks were eliminated. 


The military took a guarded approach to the state of 
emergency. Defending the correctness of lifting the 
State of emergency over a period of time, the military 
specialists stressed that the operations should continue 
unrelentingly to keep PKK terrorism under constant 
control. 


In the coming days Erbakan will go to MIT [National 
Intelligence Organization] and get a briefing from MIT 
Undersecretary Sonmez Koksal and other officials. 





Ls probibited without permamon of the copynght owners 
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